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"After all, the Queen cannot do otherwise, as the Earl has abducted her, and lain with her."
However, there were still two obstacles to the marriage: in the first place, Bothwell had already been married three times, and all three of his wives were living: in the second place, as he had abducted the Queen, that fact might be considered to annul any alliance which she might enter into with him. The first of these obstacles was first dealt with, as being the most difficult to overcome.
BothwelTs first two wives were of humble origin, and so they disdained to worry themselves about them. But it was not so with the third who was the daughter of that Earl of Huntly who was trampled under his horse's feet, and sister of Gordon, who was beheaded. Fortunately for Bothwell his past misconduct made his wife as eager for a divorce as he was himself, and it was an easy matter to induce her to bring forward charges of infidelity against her husband. Bothwell admitted that he had been criminally intimate with a relative of his wife, and the Archbishop of St. Andrews, the same who had taken up his quarters at the deserted mansion at Kirk-of-Field, in order to be on hand at Darnley's death, pronounced the decree of dissolution. The suit was entered, tried and decided within ten day's,
As to the second obstacle, concerning the force put upon the Queen, Mary undertook to remove that herself. She went before the tribunal and declared that she not only forgave Bothwell for his conduct toward her, but that she proposed to heap fresh honors upon him as a loyal and trusty subject.
In pursuance of her declared purpose, she made him Duke of Orkney a few days later: and on the 15th of the same month, barely four months after Darnley'a